
1

Moses Rafael Flanagan
Scrapbook of Life as a Gangster

Timeline... page 2
Newspaper Clippings... page 6
Cast of Characters... page 31

Sources...page 36



2

TIMELINE: Moses Rafael FLANAGAN (25 Nov 1896 - 14 May 1919)
	 • Aliases: Tom (or John) Maroney, Muhoney, Martin Conway, Mulrooney, John Flanigan
	 • Chicago address: 1230 West Madison St. [from news articles]
	 • 1916 Jul 8. Suspect in gang-war shooting murder of Frank “Gutter” Newman [1]
		  “Tom Rowe, with whom Flanagan associated at the time, had been held up by Newman and 
threatened with death in a club house run by Beverly Brown at 107-1/2 North Twelfth street. “Cherries” 
Dunn and Flanagan happened in about that time and interfered. Dunn ordering Rowe to “beat up” Newman, 
which Rowe did… [1]
	 • 1916 May 24. Arrested for suspected burglary, but no charges brought. Was not in the newspaper
	 • 1916 Aug 16 (also recorded as 21). Suspected of murdering Harry ROMANI [ROMAINE] in kick-
off to 1916 Gang War, which lasted at least into 1922 [5]. Another report implicates Harry DUNN, Thomas 
QUIGLEY, and James GRADY. [9] See also [1]
	 • 1916 Sept 19. Suspicion of murdering Harry “Cherries” DUNN in the Typo Press Club (see TROLL 
below) [I think he was on Dunn’s side, however, so ???]
	 • 1916 Oct 20. Suspected of murdering Edward “Baldy” SCHOENBORN in Beverly Brown’s saloon 
(13th and Chestnut). 
	 • 1916 Oct: suspected of murdering Arthur FINEBERG (see above)
	 • 1916 Dec 31. Arrested for forgery on behalf of Tony Ortell
	
	 • 1917 Mar 14: sentenced to 6 months in City Workhouse for forgery in association with Tony OR-
TELL
	 • 1917 Jun 8. Suspected of murdering Frank “Gutter” NEWMAN with Fred “Toss” WOELFEL
	
	 • 1918 Feb 12. Arrested/released disturbance of the peace, with Tom Rowe [STL Star & Times, Wed 
Feb 13, p 3]
	 • 1918 Apr 8. Arrested for safecracking with Thomas ROWE at Joe MOCHESKY’s saloon. Per Globe 
Democrat, he and Rowe were also suspected of robbing the Ferguson post office weeks earlier.
Caught at 14th and Washington… [1]
	 • 1918 May 18 Arrested in DeSoto MO as a bank robber [STL Post-Dispatch, 18 May 1918, p 2]
	 • 1918 May 26 Sentenced to 1 yr in the Workhouse. [1]
	 • 1918 Nov 27 Escaped from Workhouse [moved to Chicago?][1]
“...By this time he had become a pal of Frank Anthonis (“The Boob”) and Tony Ortel, safeblowers” [1]
	 • 1918 Dec 21. Picked up by Chicago police in connection with the theft of $10,000 worth of furs. 
Shortly after his release on bond Charles Stillwell, an alleged Chicago gunman, was killed, and Flanagan was 
arrested on suspicion of knowing something about the affair. On April 5 Woelfel was shot and killed. Police 
here say that they sought Woelfel And Flanagan following the killing of Frank (Gutter) Newman, another 
gangster, in from of a house at 3323 Lucas avenue, July 8, 1916, on the theory that the slaying of Newman was 
the outgrowth of another gang murder in which Woelfel and Flanagan were believed to have been involved.” 
[STL Post-Dispatch, 15 May 1919, p 17]
	 • Picked up by Chicago police for murder of STILLWELL, but couldn’t make it stick, using alias 
Thomas Maroney 1230 West Madison (aka John Flanigan) [16]
	 1919
	 • 1919 Jan 12. “He was arrested in Chicago on January 12 as a suspect in the killing of Stillwell. After 
this, it developed that Flanagan was out on bond of $3,000 on a burglary charge. The murder charge could 
not be fastened on Flanagan and he was released, without knowledge of St. Louis police, who wanted him.” 
[1]
	 • 1919 Jan 15 Arrested “in connection with the [ Dec 23 1918] Dressel Commercial and Savings bank 
robbery and released on bonds of $1,000 signed by Clarence White, one of Grogan’s henchmen” ChicTrib, 21 
Jan, p 13 [For robbery details, see Chic Trib 24 Dec 1918, p 13]
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	 • 1919 Jan 19 (Sun). Charles Stillwell murdered by 3 men in Grogan’s Club shortly after midnight.
	 • 1919 Jan 20 (Mon). First mention of Stillwell’s death at Grogan’s in Chicago Tribune, page 1
	 • 1919 Jan 21 (Tue)Chicago Tribune p 13. AKA Frank Maroney. Manhunt. [see clipping]
	 • 1919 Jan 22,  (Wed) Chicago Tribune, p 5, col1. 3 more gang murders (incl. Jimmy Cherin) reflecting 
turmoil and rivalries in the underworld. Mentions Stillwell murder at Grogan’s. Says Stillwell’s and Cherin’s 
mobs intermingled. See last paragraph, where Barney Grogan denies “Frank Maroney” is a member of his 
club.
	 • 1919 Jan 22 “John Maroney” arrested in Stillwell case
	 • 1919 Jan 23 (Thu), Chicago Tribune, p 8 Police kill George Murphy, member of “Stillwell’s Mob” 
Lists many of the gang members recently killed. Modie arrested.
	 • 1919 Jan 24 (Fri). Chicago Trib, p 13. Police seeking a woman who might have witnessed the Stillwell 
murder at Grogan’s. (Police grasping at straws, since none of the men will talk. Most of the Women’s Auxiliary 
of the club were present at the dance.)
	 1919 Jan 25 (Sat). Chicago Tribune, p 13. As “John Maroney” suspected as employee of fur theft ring 
(or “trust”)
	 1919 Jan 28 (Tues) Chicago Trib, p17
	 • 1919 Jan 29 Charged with murder of Charles Stillwell [Chicago Tribune, 29 Jan 1919, Wed, p 17]
		  :: MRS. GROGAN SAW MURDER IN CLUB RUN BY HUSBAND
Mrs Margaret Grogan, wife of Barney Grogan, west side politician, told Asst Stat’s Attny John E. Owen last 
night she witnessed the murder of Charles Stillwell in the Grogan club, 1462 West Madison street, shortly 
after midnight Jan 19.
“I saw a man draw a revolver and fire a shot,” she said, “while I was seated at a table with friends, but I was so 
frightened that I fled into my husband’s office.”
Grogan was counting the receipts of the dance given that night. He heard the shot and reached the door of his 
office just as his wife did.
		  “Fifteen or so people were left in the hall,” Mrs. Grogan said. “I don’t know what became of 
them. When my husband and the friends helping him count the tickets left, only the dead man remained.”
Mrs. Grogan said the slayer was about 35 years old, slim, 6 feet tall, and wore a dark suit and fedora and over-
coat.
A formal charge of murder was placed last night against each of three suspects held in connection with the 
death of Stillwell. The men were booked on the charge at the request of the office of State’s Attorney Hoyne. 
The men are:
Thomas Maroney, 21 years old, 1230 West Madison street, alias John Flanigan, of St. Louis. [Moses R. Fla-
nagan]
Patrick Dwyer, 32 years old, 231 South Wood street, a storekeeper at the county hospital and secretary of the 
Eighteenth Ward Regular Democratic Organization club.
Frank Weaver, 45 years old, 42 Elizabeth street, precinct worker for B.J. [Barney] Grogan, founder of the club.
The three men were arrested two days after the murder.
	 • 1919 Mar 5 Chicago Tribune, p 5. Murder charge dismissed
		
	 • 1919 Apr 5. Pal Fred Woelfel, murdered in Chicago, found dead in a vacant lot (shot and thrown 
from an automobile) [2, 1]
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	 • 1919 May 12. Shot 9 times, thrown from car. Chicago. Attributed to feud between Chicago and STL 
gangs [1]
	  “Thomas Marooney of 1230 West Madison street, was found on a porch at 1842 West Monroe street 
(who lived here, what message being sent?) at 1:20 o’clock this morning. He had been shot eight times. He 
was taken to the county hospital and physicians say he will die within a few hours.
Residents along Monroe street heard shouts and shots for several blocks, and, opening the windows of their 
flats, saw a black touring car speeding up the street without lights and without license plates. It is believed 
Marooney was shot while fighting the other occupants of the machine. 
Parting Shot Fired?
A streak on the pavement forty feet long showed how the autoists had put on the brakes and locked the 
wheels so they could get rid of the victim in a hurry. They rushed the wounded man up onto the porch and 
a shot was heard just before they sped away, indicating they had fired a last bullet into his body just before 
they left him.
Fred Ordway of 1814 Monroe street said he saw the automobile speeding by with a man’s feet hanging out of 
the tonneau.
Mrs. Helen Elliot of 1836 West Monroe street said the murder machine was a black one with a white stripe 
around the body of the car. She was the first to call the police.
A letter was found by the police in Marooney’s room addressed to him care of the county jail.
The police of the Warren avenue station believe Marooney was a victim of a gunman’s war. It is believed he 
was arrested following the murder of Charles Stillwell… [aka Mulrooney]…
When questioned by detectives Marooney refused to talk further than to reiterate:
“Ask Pat Dwyer; perhaps he’ll tell you.”
He gave Dwyer’s address as 230 South Wood street. Dwyer is a leader in Barney Grogan’s club…” [2]

13 May, Chicago Tribune, p 7 [See clippings]
		  ::“Moses F, alias Thomas Maroney, a St. Louis gangster, died yesterday in the County Hospi-
tal at Chicago from bullet wounds inflicted Sunday night when he was shot eight times and hurled from an 
automobile… He shielded the identity of his slayers by observing gang ethics and declaring he did not know 
who had shot him.
Flanagan, according to the St Louis police records, was 22 years old and formerly lived at St. Ferdinand street 
and Vandeventer avenue. He escaped from the St. Louis workhouse Nov. 27, 1918, when serving a year for 
larceny growing out of an attempted safe robbery.
The St. Louis police believe that the slaying of  Flanagan had some connection with the recent [Apr 5] mur-
der in Chicago of Fred (Toss) Woelfel, another St. Louis gangster. The two were friends, the police say.
Flanagan was arrested by the Chicago police Dec. 21, 1918…[see above] “ [STL Post-Dispatch, Thu, 15 May 
1919, p 17]
		  :: ST. LOUIS GANGSTER KILLED IN CHICAGO FEUD, POLICE SAY. Moses Flanagan Was 
Shot to Death in Auto—Refused to Name Slayers. SEQUEL TO MANY DEATHS. “Black Sheep” of Respect-
able Family Had Long Criminal Record, Officials Declare. … Police… are searching for a woman known as 
‘Jennie Kraft,’ who is said to have been with Flanagan just before he was shot. [1]
		  :: DEATH SEALS LIPS OF NOTORIOUS GANGSTER By Associated Press Leased Wire. 
Chicago, May 14. Death today sealed the lips of Thomas Maroney, a notorious gangster, who was fired upon 
Sunday by a number of men in an automobile, nine of the bullets,entering his body.
Maroney, a member of Barney Grogan’s Eighteenth ward democratic club, was arrested recently in connec-
tion with the murder there of Charles (Chancellor) Stillwell, known as the spider man, but later dismissed.
Maroney steadfastly refused to divulge the names of his assailants, but just before he died he said: “Ask Pat 
Dwyer—maybe he’ll know.” Dwyer, secretary of the club, told the authorities he knew nothing of the shoot-
ing. [The Dispatch (Moline, Illinois) 14 May 1919, Wed Also in Rock Island Argus, The Champagne Daily 
News.
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	 Chicago Tribune 15 May 1919, p 20 [see clipping]

Car like the one Moses R. was killed in. “Tonneau” is the back seat (I think)
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CITY WORK HOUSE. 4200 SOUTH BROADWAY.
IDENTIFIER: N23694
SHARE
DATE: 1946
CREATOR: Joseph Hampel
RIGHTS: COPYRIGHT UNDETERMINED
PERMALINK: http://collections.mohistory.org/resource/146328

MEN AT WORK IN THE WORKHOUSE QUARRY AT 
THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND SOUTH BROADWAY.
IDENTIFIER: P0245-S03-00045-8n
DATE: 1920-1939
CREATOR: Unknown
SUBJECTS: Laborers, Quarries and quarrying, Convict 
labor
RIGHTS: NO KNOWN COPYRIGHT
PERMALINK: http://collections.mohistory.org/re-
source/556809

ST. LOUIS CITY WORK-
HOUSE
4200 South Broadway
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CLIPPED FROM
The St. Louis Star and Times
St. Louis, Missouri
13 Feb 1918, Wed  •  Page 3

1918



9

1918

CLIPPED FROM
St. Louis Globe-Democrat
St. Louis, Missouri
08 Apr 1918, Mon  •  Page 2

CLIPPED FROM
St. Louis Post-Dispatch
St. Louis, Missouri
08 Apr 1918, Mon  •  Page 7

CLIPPED FROM
The St. Louis Star and Times
St. Louis, Missouri
08 Apr 1918, Mon  •  Page 5
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1918

The actual bank robbers were caught in Indiana, so no charges pressed.

CLIPPED FROM
St. Louis Post-Dispatch
St. Louis, Missouri
18 May 1918, Sat  •  Page 2
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1918 CLIPPED FROM
Chicago Tribune
Chicago, Illinois
20 Jan 1919, Mon  •  Page 1
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CLIPPED FROM
Chicago Tribune
Chicago, Illinois

20 Jan 1919, Mon  •  Page 6

“MARONEY” is an alias for Moses R. 
Flanagan
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CLIPPED FROM
Chicago Tribune
Chicago, Illinois
21 Jan 1919, Tue  •  Page 13
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CLIPPED FROM
Chicago Tribune
Chicago, Illinois
23 Jan 1919, Thu  •  Page 8
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CLIPPED FROM
Chicago Tribune
Chicago, Illinois
24 Jan 1919, Fri  •  Page 13

“Maroney” not mentioned, but 
this is part of the effort to point 
fingers.
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Chicago Tribune
Chicago, Illinois
25 Jan 1919, Sat  •  Page 13
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Chicago Tribune
Chicago, Illinois
28 Jan 1919, Tue  •  Page 17
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CLIPPED FROM
Chicago Tribune
Chicago, Illinois
29 Jan 1919, Wed  •  Page 17
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CLIPPED FROM
Chicago Tribune
Chicago, Illinois
05 Mar 1919, Wed  •  Page 5
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CLIPPED FROM
Chicago Tribune
Chicago, Illinois
12 May 1919, Mon  •  Page 1

“Case No. 1” not clipped. Proceed to “Case No. 
2, inside.

CLIPPED FROM
Chicago Tribune
Chicago, Illinois
12 May 1919, Mon  •  Page 6
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CLIPPED FROM
Chicago Tribune
Chicago, Illinois
13 May 1919, Tue  •  Page 7

Article continues with other, irrelevant cases.
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CLIPPED FROM
The Dispatch
Moline, Illinois
14 May 1919, Wed  •  Page 1

CLIPPED FROM
St. Louis Post-Dispatch
St. Louis, Missouri
15 May 1919, Thu  •  Page 22
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CLIPPED FROM
Chicago Tribune
Chicago, Illinois
15 May 1919, Thu  •  Page 20
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CLIPPED FROM
The St. Louis Star and Times
St. Louis, Missouri
15 May 1919, Thu  •  Page 3
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CLIPPED FROM
St. Louis Post-Dispatch
St. Louis, Missouri
15 May 1919, Thu  •  Page 17
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CLIPPED FROM
Chicago Tribune
Chicago, Illinois
18 May 1919, Sun  •  Page 23
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Cast of Characters
Numbers in [square brackets] refer to footnotes at 

Chicago

James “Jimmy” Cherin
	 • “bad boy of the west side” [2]
	 • Shot and thrown from an automobile [2]
	 • 1919 Jan 21 found in bottom of auto with 3 bullets

Jennie CRAFT 
	 • Visited Pat DWYER with MRF the night before he was shot. Police sought her for questioning.

Florence DUNN 
	 • Visited MRF in hospital with Lillian HAND, but said just checking if he was a certain yellow taxi 
driver — claimed not to know.

Patrick “Pat” DWYER 
	 • Storekeeper at county hospital (Commissary)
	 • Secretary/leader of Grogan’s Democratic Club. (May ‘19)
	 • 230 South Wood St.
	 • MRF’s last words: “Ask Pat Dwyer.”
	 • 1919 Jan 28 Arrested for STILLWELL’s murder (see below)
	 • 1925 Dec 21. Arrested for attempted safe robbery
	 • 1930. Suspect in theft of City vouchers. Referred to as “minor politician”

Edward “Eddie Fay” Fahey
	 • World renowned safeblower [2]
	 • Found dead in a westside alley (part of gang war pattern) [2]
	 • 1918 late… allied with STILLWELL, death paying for “some mysterious offense against the ‘ethics’ 
of their profession” [17]

Arthur FINEBERG
	 • Alias Friberg, Charles Williams
	 • New York gangster [5]
	 • Pal of Harry ROMAINE/ROMANI
	 • 1916 Oct 20 Murdered in saloon on 1421 Chouteau at 15th, STL. Saloon owned by Clarence Ow-
ens [11].
	 • Two men drove up in a car, entered the saloon, fired 10 times, hitting Fineburg 8 times, and were 
gone in thirty seconds.
	 • Murder unsolved. MRF a suspect
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Barney GROGAN. 
	 • “Barney Grogan’s 18th Ward Democratic Club”1466 West Madison (May 1919)
	 • Saloonkeeper, west side.
	 • Chicago Tribune, 18 May 1919, Sun, p 23: Indignant that Moses Flanagan murder associated with 
his bar.

Harry ROMAINE/ROMANI (1894-1917)
	 • Alias Jack O’Brien — prize-fighting name
	 • Pugilist and pickpocket [3]
	 • Apparently living in STL at time of death at 613 (?) North Leonard Av. [10]
	 • 1916 Aug 21 Age 23. Murdered on 107-1/2 North 12th at Chestnut in STL. In the Fifth Ward Dem-
ocratic Club (Beverly Brown’s) on North 12th, 21 Aug 1916. [3]
	 • Police summoned by manager Ben GETZLER. Body found at top of stairs into club with Getzler’s 
gun (which he may have taken from Getzler’s coat pocket) and with another gun with discharged bullets. 
Two men had joined ROMANI, then a 3rd. Shots fired while Getzler out of the room. [10]
	 • MRF a suspect. But another report implicates Harry DUNN, Thomas QUIGLEY, and James 
GRADY. [9]
	 • Pal of Arthur FINEBERG

Charles “Chancellor” STILLWELL ( -19 Jan 1919)
	 • Alias “The Spider,” “Hoppy”
	 • Chicago gunman. Born in STL
	 • Dec 1915 suspect in a “famous jewel robbery at the Art Institute,” not charged due to lack of evi-
dence. Suggestion he became a stool pigeon might have led to his murder (Chic Trib 20 Jan 1919, p 1)
	 • “Stillwell’s Mob” — members of the west side thieves trust [Trib 1919 Jan 23]
	 • 1918 Dec. Murdered in Barney GROGAN’s 18th Ward Democratic Club during a dance. 
	 • MRF, Frank WEAVER, Pat DWYER all picked up, arrested, and charged with murder. [2] MRF was 
released [1]
	 • preceded by murder of his ally “Eddie” FAY [17]
	 • 1919 Jan 21 Followed by retaliatory murders of “Jimmie” CHERIN (his ally), Tony Debrouse 
(Cleveland) [17] 
	 • 1919 Jun 7 Followed by murder of his close friend Joe DOYLE (pickpocket, burglar and strong arm. 
[Decatur Herald]
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St. Louis
Frank “the Boob” ANTHONIS
	 • MRF pal 
	 • 1916 Dec 19 Murdered at Beverly Brown’s Crescent saloon. Shot in saloon, found dead a block away 
[15]

Beverly (Paul) Brown (male)
	 • Ward politician and saloonkeeper
	 • Operated Fifth Precinct Democratic (Lid) Club, 107 North 12th St. After hours membership club 
(murder site ROMANI; confrontation betw Gutter Newman and Cherries Dunn, where Dunn orders ROWE 
to beat up Newman; murder site of Cherries DUNN)
	 • Operated Crescent saloon and wine room at 1233 Chestnut St at 13th, a block from Municipal 
Courts Bldg (murder site SCHOENBORN a former bartender there; Frank ANTHONIS)
	 • 1917 Jan Lost Crescent Saloon license due to violent episodes [15]
	 • 1917 Jan 19 Fifth Precinct Club closed
	 • Operated saloon on Chouteau?
	 • 1926 Friend of and bondsman to the Cuckoo gang, one of 2 bootleg factions in STL [14]

Harry “Cherries” DUNN (1892-1916)
	 • MRF pal and known association with Egan’s Rats [1]
	 • 2314 Dickson St. Killed at age 24. [13]
	 • With MRF, ordered Thomas ROWE to beat up “Gutter” Newman (see below) [1]
	 • 1916 Sept 19. Murdered in the Typo Press Club (see TROLL below). MRF a suspect.
	 • Slain at 3 AM by 2 men In an automobile. Believed to have been a sequel to the killing of Harry 
“Young Jack O’Brien” ROMANI, a pugilist and pickpocket, in the Fifth Ward Democratic Club on North 
12th, 21 Aug 1916. [3]
	 • Had been a friend and ally of Harry ROMANI, but they fell out over a division of spoils. Theory that 
gunmen were brought in from Chicago. [12] 7 or 8 men took part in the shooting. Shot 6 times and bystand-
er wounded. [13]
	 • “My God, it’s an awful life.” Uttered to The Star reporter 3 days before death. [5]
		  By early 1916, the Egan’s Rats went to war with the depleted Bottoms Gang. The main cause 
was disgruntled Egan gangster Harry “Cherries” Dunn, who was angry that Tom Egan did little to help his 
imprisoned brother John. Dunn shot and killed original Egan gang member William “Skippy” Rohan inside 
Tom Egan’s saloon on January 8, 1916. Tom’s brother Willie successfully argued to spare Dunn’s life. “Cher-
ries” defected to the Bottoms Gang and instigated a full-blown war on August 21, 1916, when he killed Harry 
Romani, a semi-pro boxer and crook who was allied with the Egan gang.
		  Willie Egan and four of his men confronted Cherries Dunn at the Typo Press Club on Sep-
tember 19, 1916. Walter Costello and Frank “Gutter” Newman shot and killed him. The war between the 
Egan and Bottoms gangs claimed almost a dozen lives, including both of Harry Dunn’s murderers.
		  From <https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egan%27s_Rats> 

John “Pudgie” DUNN
	 • MRF pal and known association with Egan’s Rats [1]
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Joe MOCHESKY
	 • 1907 Lost license for saloon at 1716 No. Broadway, selling beer to minors. An appeal based on “mali-
cious prosecution” reversed the decision. [STL Post-Dispatch, 24 Apr 1907, p. 1]
	 • Saloon owner, 1301 Pine St
	 • 1918 Apr. Victim of safecracking by MRF and ROWE

Frank “Gutter” NEWMAN ( - 1917)
	 • Bartender at Egan’s saloon [7]
	 • Held up Thomas ROWE and threatened him with death in a club house run by Beverly Brown at 
107-1/2 North 12th St.(Fifth Precinct Dem Club) Interrupted by “Cherries” DUNN and MRF. Dunn ordered 
Rowe to beat him up, which he did [1]
	 • 1917 Jun 8 Murdered at 3323 Lucas Av, while cranking an automobile in front of Evelyn PALMER’s 
house. Four men in car; two got out; one did the shooting. PALMER (19 years old) took the blame for the 
shooting, was tried, but acquitted. Police claim to know murderer, who did it in revenge for Cherries DUNN’s 
murder. [5] [6] According to [6], the shooter had exited PALMER’s house with NEWMAN, crossed the street, 
shot, then jumped into the getaway car. In another account, the eye-witness thought the men in the car were 
NEWMAN’s friends, shooting at the house to avenge him. [8]
	 • MRF and Fred “Toss” WOELFEL suspects in murder

Tony ORTELL
	 • “Although it’s unknown just how [Fred ‘Killer’] Burke [future ‘most wanted’, son of Ma Barker] 
hooked up with the Rats, it’s possible that he was introduced to the gang by Tony Ortell. Born around 1884, 
Ortell was an alcoholic robber and safe-blower who pulled jobs with the Egan gang.” [18, p 106]
	 • 1916 Dec 30 Police chase, recent penitentiary release. STL Post Dispatch, p 2 [see clipping below]
	 • 1917 Mar. Arrested for possession of burglary tools. Ex-con. Associate of MRF
	 • 1918. Described as Fagin-like (because he ushered many young men into Egan’s gang [18, p 118]). 
Rejected by military due to prison record.
	 • 1918 Aug. “When he led a disastrous burglary attempt on the Baden Garage at Halls Ferry Road and 
Walter Avenue in the dead of night…, watchman Charles Hoffman surprised the crew and shot Ortell’s youth-
ful partner, David Chippy Robinson, before Tony blew him away. Both robbers escaped but found themselves 
hunted by the police, and broke to boot.” [18, p 121]
	 • 1926 Oct, Detroit home invasion [18, p 234]
	 • 1927 Living in Detroit. Sought for murder of 2 old St Louis buddies
	 • 1930 Convicted to life in prison under habitual criminal law (4th felony). Arrested hundreds of times 
over his lifetime
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Dave ROWE
	 • MRF pal and known association with Egan’s Rats [1]
	 • 15 May 1920 Arrested upon leaving penitentiary as suspect in 1917 murder of Dutch Hess, who 
witnesssed murder of Cherries Dunn in Typo Club. 8 Jun, reported dismissed.
	 • 27 Jul 1920. Shot through arm. Refuses to snitch. Possibly by Sullivan, bootlegger [Globe Democrat]
	 • 4232 Garfield, one of the “Heavenly Twins” [see Thomas Rowe] arrested along with Joe Flanagan, 
[18 Nov 1920, Globe Democrat]
	 • 8 Dec 1920, sentenced to a year for carrying a revolver (arrested in Aug)

Thomas ROWE (1890 - )
	 • 4432 Garfield Av
	 • 1918 Apr 8. Arrested for safecracking with MRF at Joe MOCHESKY’s saloon
	 • 1919 May. Serving in penitentiary at time of MRF’s murder [1]

Edward “Baldy” SCHOENBORN
	 • Bartender at Beverly Brown’s saloon
	 • Friend of Cherries DUNN [5]
	 • Credited with killing John COTTY [5]
	 • 1916 Oct 5. Murdered in Beverly Brown’s saloon, 13th & Chestnut. [5] Suspect: MRF

Charles “Cap” Troll
	 • Republican ward politician and bondsman [3]
	 • Owner of a string of “lid clubs,” including Typo Press (alley betw 7th, 8th, and Chestnut St.), site of 
gang killings and hold-ups. Lid clubs were private all-night drinking and gambling (craps) establishments in 
defiance of Missouri’s “lid law,” restricting hours of liquor sales. Typo Press was the last remaining lid club in 
St. Louis. [3] Closed by police Jan 1917.

Fred “Toss” (or “St Louis Shorty”) WOELFEL ( -1919)
	 • 1913 Jun 26 Shot and killed wife, with four bullets in her back. Long history of arrests for violent 
crimes and subsequent discharges. [4] 10-yr jail sentence… when started?
	 • 1916 Jul 8. Suspected of murdering Frank “Gutter” NEWMAN with MRF
	 • 1918 Aug 23. Parole revoked, sent back to prison. Had been released to Father Dempsey in May 
1917, but violated due to criminal associations [STL Star & Times, 23 Aug 1918, p 5]
	 • 1919 Apr 5. Murdered in Chicago, found dead in a vacant lot (shot and thrown from an automobile) 
[2] See also Chicago Tribute 9 Apr 1919, p 17
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